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Holiness demands ethical behavior

Portion of the Week

RABB! DANIEL KRIPPER,
: ADAT SHALOM
Parshat Korach, Numbers 16:1-18:32; Maftir,
Numbers 28:9-1S; Haftarah, Isaiah 66:1-24

This sedra gives a clear example of a
situation that has repeated itself many
times in world history: the rebellion of
Korach, who says that Moses and
Aaron were putting themselves above
the people. The rebels used this sensi-
tive issue to stir up trouble from which
they hoped to benefit. Let’s listen to
their words:

“You take too much upon yourselves,
for all the congregation, all of them,
are holy, and the Lord is in their midst.
So why do you exalt yourselves over
the congregation of the Lord?”

At first glance, Korach’s words seem
positively modern and democratic. He
apparently sets the will of the people
over the will of the.leadership, and yet
a careful reading of the text reveals
this is merely a demagogic stratagem
on his part to gain the support of the
people. :

The biblical commentator Sforno
tells us that when Korach says “all of
them” he meant “every one.of them,”
while Rashi and Ibn-Ezra agree that
Korach was arguing that the very
presence of the people at the revela-

tion -on Mount Sinai was enough to
make each individual Israelite holy.

But, seductive though this view is, it
is patently untenable because holiness
is not an automatic attribute which
arises because of one’s presence at an
event, or simply because of one’s
heredity.

Holiness may be achieved mainly by
ethical and religious action, through
self-discipline and self-transcendence.
The Torah does not teach that the peo-
ple are holy, but that “you shall be-
come holy.” (Lev. 19:2)

As Yeshayahu Leibowitz said, the ho-
liness of the people as mentioned by
Moses is not a fact, but a demand.
Moses’ mitzvot make demands — Ko-
rach offers indulgences.

In other words, Korach’s doctrine
would spell the end of the striving af-
ter personal and communal perfection
that the Torah demands.

Korach’s rebellion, therefore,
strikes not only at the leadership of
Moses and his brother Aaron, but also
at the very heart of the colossal enter-
prise upon which they, and the people,
were embarked.

Moses clearly understood this when
he accused the rebels of gathering to-
gether “against the Lord.”

Moses’ message is still relevant to
our time, in its insistence of following
Torah’s teachings, that source of
blessing so bitterly opposed by idol-
aters and tyrants in every generation.

A dancer’s leap of faith

SUSAN
JACOBS

Nearly every little girl gets a taste of
ballet class at some point in her life. Even
with a dizzying array of othier extracurric-
ular activities from which to choose, most
girls, at one time or another, still go
through the paces of learning the five po-
sitions of the feet and arms and how to do
a grande plie.

After that, a small minority stick with
ballet’s strict regimen and go on to learn
the intricacies of entrechat quatre and
pas de chat, among other graceful and
complex steps. Others go on to modern
dance or hip-hop, or abandon dance en-
tirely for sports or music and other pur-
suits. A demanding art form, ballet is cer-
tainly not suited for everyone.

Friends of mine are sometimes sur-
prised that I still go to regular ballet class-
es, twice a week. Officially, my explana-
tion is that I am terribly undisciplined
about putting myself on an exercise
schedule. Ballet class begins and ends at
prescribed times, which makes it easier
for me to find the time to be there, and the
classes themselves build strength, flexi-
bility and endurance, offering a well-
rounded workout. (Anyone who thinks
ballet is for sissies has obviously not met
my teacher, Maria, who compares herself
to a drill sergeant.) ;

But the other reason I take ballet is that

a big part of me still aspires to perform

the graceful leaps and turns that I have
loved since I first saw a televised ballet as
a child. I may be naturally clumsy, but
deep inside, I was born to dance.

» « « «-Myophysical -limifations. and religious. .

priorities kept me from ever considering
life as a dancer. With rules of modesty and
restrictions that make Shabbat perfor-
mances verboten, Orthodox Judaism and
ballet are an uneasy mix. y

However, some time ago it occurred to
me that the two disciplines really have
quite a bit in common.

Both demand dedication, sacrifice and
passion. Both have their own terminolo-
gies and rituals. Both are appreciated by
devoted followers, and are easily misun-
derstood by outsiders. Both are learned
best from teachers who mix firmness with
compassion, and who understand how to
transmit love for their field of study.

On a sadder note, ballet and Orthodox
Judaism both have legions of disillu-
sioned former students, sometimes be-
cause of the influence of shortsighted or
overly strict teachers or a general aver-
sion to the demands of regimen.

Another challenge of both disciplines is
that many people seé the rules and re-
strictions and never see the beauty that
results from years of study.

For example, a newcomer to ballet class
may find it frustrating that three-quarters
of class may be spent at the barre, instead
of leaping across the room. Similarly, one
who drops into an Orthodox service may
hear lots of Hebrew recitations without
ever feeling a connection to God.

However, a veteran of either discipline
will tell you that without a solid plie, a
dancer will never soar, and that by delv-
ing into centuries-old prayers and texts,
one will eventually learn how to connect
to the Almighty. 5

There are certainly other paths to artis-
tic beauty and other ways of finding God,
but I have found that these time-tested
and intricate methods work best for me.

(Susan Jacobs can be reached at sja-
cobs@pittchron.com.) T sl TR

yond ourselves, to become ever more
sanctified, with the help of the eternal,

6

Let us therefore strive to reach be- timeless Torat Moshe.
(This column is a service of the Greater

Pittsburgh Rabbinic Association.)
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A powerful connection. @ Residential Services:
JEWISH ASSOCIATION  Charles M. Morris Nursing and Rehabilitation
_Center, Assisted Living at Weinberg Village,
ON AGING LHAS Arbor, Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Terrace
200 JHF Drive

Home and Community Services:
Council Care Adult Day Services, Anathan
Club, Mollie’s Meals, AgeWell*, Sivitz Jewish
Hospice, Centers for Rehabilitation

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

* Collaboration of JE&CS, JAA and JCC, providing a central
resource to services for older adults, their families and caregivers.

ESTABLISH A PERPETUAL MEMORIAL OR
HAVE KADDISH SAID FOR A LOVED ONE )

Call Jennifer McCay at 412-521-1094
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IMORNING SERVICES - 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY, JUNE 17: SIMON ALBERT, SADIE ALPERN, SALLY BERGER, SAMUEL
BERKOWITZ, BESSIE S. BERNSTEIN, JENNIE BRODER, ABE BUCHMAN, IRWIN LEONARD CA-
PLAN, MORRIS I. CUKERBAUM, CECELIA M. FINK, REBEKAH FRIEDMAN, WILLIAM FRIEDMAN,
JACOB GALANTY, SIMON GASTFRIEND, BERTHA GERSON, GEORGE GORENSTEIN, FREDA
GOULD, SARAH LEAH GREENBERG, MAX HARRIS, RAYMOND C. HARRIS, SADYE |. HORWITZ,
MARY RUTH JACOB, LAWRENCE JACOBSON, JOSEPH H. JUDD, FELIX KAHN, MORRIS S. KAUF-
MAN, ABE L. KESSLER, REBECCA LAZAR, ALEX MENDELSON, SARAH MERVIS, ISAAC S. MILLER,
DR. BEN MORESKY, MAURICE NEVINS, HENRY NORELL, JACOB REISS, MAX RUBIN, MOLLY M.
SAMUELS, WILLIAM BERNARD SEGAL, NETTIE SEGALL, LENA SHAPIRA, IDA C. SHENSON, JEN-
NIE SILVERBERG, DAVID SILVERMAN, ROBERT SLUTSKY, JEAN STEIN, ANNETTE TERNER, MOR-
RIS WEINER, MORRY WISE, ISRAEL WOLF, ROSE WOLFSON.

MONDAY, JUNE 18: ANNA ALPERN, GEORGE ALPERN, MORRIS BEERMAN, BELLE R.
BEILDECK, WILLIAM BROWN, DAVID COHEN, DR. ISAAC W. COHEN, NATHAN COHEN, SARAH
MIRIAM COHEN, EDWARD BERNARD DAVIS, IRENE DICKLER, MORRIS FINESOD, JULIUS FREED-
MAN, WILLIAM GOLDBLOOM, EMMA E. GOTTLIEB, FLORA DEROY LEVEEN, ABRAHAM M. LEVIN,
HYMAN SANFORD LIEBLING, M.D., T/SGT. BERNARD LITTMAN, ELIAS WOLF LUNTZ, LILLIAN
TOBE MANDELL, ESTHER MEDOF, EMANUEL MENDOZA, NETTIE GLOWITZ PHILLIPS, LOIS
RECHT, OSCAR IKE REICHBAUM, SARAH HOFFMAN REIFMAN, JEAN FRIEDLANDER ROM, SELIG
ROSENBERG, MAURICE RUBINFELD, LOUIS SABLODOWSKY, PEARL SAMUELSON, SIDNEY
SCHATZ, IRVING SCHIFFMAN, ESTHER SOLOMON, MORRIS TAFEL, MAX VENGER, FANNIE
WAINSTEIN, SAMUEL C. WEINER, SARAH MIRIAM WILKOFF, SARAH TAUBE WOLK, SIMON
ZELIGMAN.

TUESDAY, JUNE 19: DR. BENJAMIN BERGER, JAMES A. BERNSTEIN, MORRIS BERNSTEIN,
PAUL BRAUN, MAX CANTOR, SAMUEL H. CAPLAN, CHARLES CHARLAP, MORTON IRVING COHN,
LEONARD B. COLKER, ETHEL COWEN, BERTHA DORN, SARAH ENELOW, PAULINE FEINBERG,
ANNA FRANKENSTEIN, THEDA ROSE GREENBERG, NATHAN KAISERMAN, ANNIE KAMINSKY,

‘RALPH. KLEIN, ANNA KRANTZ, NATHAN KRIEGER, ALEX LEVINE, IRVING LEVINE, MOLLIE

LEVINE, DORA LEYTON, MARCUS NEUMANN, BERTHA ORRINGER, MYER POSNER, MAX RABI-
NOVITZ, HARRY ROBINS, MORRIS RUBINSTEIN, RAE SCHATTEN, MARY S. SELIGSON, FAY
DOLTIS SHAER, JEAN WALD SHAPIRO, BERTHA SILVERBLATT, IDA SNYDER, CHARLES B.
SPOKANE, ROSELLA HERZBERG WANETICK, SAM WEINER, MAURICE MEYER WEISBERGER,
ANNA B. WEISS, JEAN S. WEISS.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20: NATHAN ACKERMAN, ROSE SHULMAN AXELROD, FRANCES
BASH, ABE BASKIND, ISRAEL MAYER BLUMENTHAL, DR. MORTIMER COHEN, BENJAMIN ENTIN,
ESTHER H. FELDMAN, BLANCHE GIFFEN FRANK, NATHAN GINSBURG, CELIA GOLDBERG, HY-
MAN GOLDBLOOM, NATHAN GUDINSKY, SAM HAAS, ESTHER HELLER, PEARL JACOBSON,
EMANUEL KAUF, MAX LEBOWITZ, LILLIAN LOOKMAN, ANNA E MAGADOF, ANNA MAGODOF,
MAX MARKOWITZ, EDYTHE MARKOWITZ MERKSAMER, ANNE P MEYERS, SARAH RAPHAEL
MEYERS, DR. MAURICE H. MOSS, MAURICE H. DR MOSS, NETTIE GOLDSTEIN NEAMAN, ANNA
BERNEY NESSELSON, MATILDA NEUMAN, MIRIAM PALENBAUM, MARY PECHERSKY, MAMIE
RIPF, NATHAN ROSENBERG, BENJAMIN SACHS, JOHN SEIDEL, DOROTHY SHAKESPEARE, MOR-
RIS SISSER, EUNICE B. SKIRBOLL, DAVID A. STAHL, ANNA TENNENBAUM, PEARL TUFSHINSKY,
BEN WANETICK, MARGARET WEINBERGER, MAX WEINER, MAX WIENER, TILLIE ZISMAN.
THURSDAY, JUNE 21: LOUIS J. ABRAMS, PEARL ADLER, WILLIAM ALTMAN, MARIAN AN-
STANDIG, JACOB H. BECKER, GITTEL BEERMAN, LOUIS BERGER, HARRY BLUESTONE, SYLVIA
CAPLAN, WILLIAM COHEN, ADELA DAVIS, ISRAEL DAVID DROSNES, HARRY S. FLEISHMAN,
JENNIE SCHUGAR FRIEDMAN, WILLIAM-J. FRIEDMAN, SEIREL GLICKMAN, MAX HIRSCH, HER-
MAN ISAY, LEON IZSAK, MAX KAUFMAN, LOUIS KENNER, LOUIS J. KLEIN, DANIEL S. LEVY,
DAVID S. LEVY, ABRAHAM MALLINGER, MAX MARKOWITZ, YETTA STEIN MENDELSON, SADIE
LEBOWITZ MITTLEMAN, SOL LOUIS PEARLMAN, SOL LOUIS PERLMAN, JACOB L. RICHBERGER,
RACHEL ROGOWITZ, JENNIE ROTH, LEO SAUL SCHWARTZ, SEYMOUR SEGAL, IDA SHAPIRA,
IDA MAE BLOOM SWARTZ, SARAH WEINBERG, ISADORE WEINSTEIN, JULIUS WEISS.
FRIDAY, JUNE 22: OSCAR BENNETT, DAVID BIER, CLARA BLATT, SAMUEL M. BLITZ, MOR-
RIS BRODIE, LOUIS H. BROUDY, MARK BROWAR, LINNIE R. CAPLAN, LOUIS COLBUS, BARNEY
DROSNES, EDWARD FRANKLIN, FANNIE GELB, RACHEL GESSNER, HARRIS GORBACK, MOLLIE
GORDON, LOUIS A. GREEN, CLARA GREENBERG, ESTHER GROSS, JULIUS H. HARRIS, SARAH
HEPPS, VICTOR HERMAN, JOSEPH HERSKOWITZ, BRIAN H. IBE, DR. ISAAC JOSEPH ISRAEL,
MORRIS KASSMIR, LOUIS KATZ, ROSALIND E. KRUPP RIKLA LONDON, EVA ANN MAR-
MORSTEIN, MABEL NYDES, CHARLES PARIS, JOSEPH PIPER, GEORGE ROM, SAM HENRY SAN-
DLER, ESTELLE SCHWARTZ, BESSIE COHEN SILVERBERG, WILLARD SINGER, YECHATSKELL
SMULOVITZ, HENRIETTA STRAUCHLER, ZENNA SULTANOF ANNA SUSSMAN, JOSEPH
SWARTZ, FLORENCE M. TEITELBAUM, PEARL WEINER, ROSE WEINSTEIN, CHARLES WHITE,
HARRY WOLF .

SATURDAY, JUNE 23: PAULINE L. ABELSON, ELLEN ALTMAN, LOUIS BERMAN, LOTTIE
BERNEY, BENJAMIN R. BLOOM, MARY BLUMENFELD, JEROME COHEN, GERSON FINKELSTEIN,
WILLIAM R. FINN, CHARLES FISCHER, TILLIE GELMAN, JULIUS GOETZ, ANNA ROSSEN GOLD-
BERG, LILY GORDON, CHARLES GREENBERG, REBECCA HARRIS, RUBY HARTMAN, MINNIE HY-
MAN, HENRY JACKSON, ZELMA JAFFE, ALEX KLIEN, ANNA LERNER, JACOB M. LEVINE, SARAH
LEVINE, MORRIS JACOB LEWIS, HARRY LICHTENBERG, SAMUEL S. LUBITZ, MILDRED
MALLINGER, KATIE REITER, TILLIE RIDER, JOSEPH ROTH, HARRY RUBEN, PEARL SANDERS, FAN-
NIE SCHECHTER, MATHILDA SHAPIRO, HENRY SHERMER, JACOB W. SHUSET, ROSE SMOLE-
VITZ, ABE-STERN, WALTER TREIDEL..
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